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It Takes a Pack
to Raise a Puppy
(see p.6)

Greetings all!.
Once again, my apologies for the belated publication.  Life happens.  There are 
a few items that will be out of date by the time this is posted/printed, but taking 
the time to pull them out and rework the pages, would only add to the problem.

So...is it me or did autumn blow through here in record time?  While technically 
still fall, it seems like summer hung on for dear life and now winter’s knocking at 
our doors.  Brrrrrr....  In any case, we’re in the middle of the Fall Session, which 
will be followed by a break before the December signups, with the Winter 
Session starting in early January.

This issue starts off with a list of graduates from Summer/Fall Session Primary 1 
and 2 obedience classes (congratulations all!), info on upcoming SDTC Trials, 
the 2019 Annual Meeting, which will be a luncheon this time around, and the 
expanding list of Useful Links (p. 2).    

Our Brags page features 4 furkids, earning various legs and titles, including  
Novice Obedience, Rally Novice, Rally Intermediate, Rally Excellent and Senior 
Hunter titles (p. 3)..

And, from the mind of a seven-year-old, we discover a fun new holiday that we 
can share: Wolfenoot(!), followed by the list of Volunteer Opportunities and the 
folks you can contact to help out and earn your volunteer discount (p. 4).

After the Woofer Guidelines/Schedule, you’ll find a short article on a run-in with a 
skunk and the recipe that made all the difference in living with the aftermath (p. 5).

We’ve also included another insightful article by Suzanne Clothier, entitled: It 
Takes a Pack to Raise a Puppy, along with a sidebar featuring an upcoming 
webinar and a local seminar on: From Maddening to Maturity: Understanding & 
Helping the Adolescent Dog (pp. 6, 7 & 11).

Following is a list of Local Trials and some Non-Trial Events, including Agility Run 
Thrus, Obed/Rally Show and Goes, Seminars and Barn Hunt practices (p. 8).  

A new feature is a list of on-line activities, starting with webinars offered by Fenzi 
Dog Sports Academy (p. 9).  

The club info and credits (p.10), a membership renewal notice and a brief an-
swer to a perennial question (p.11) wrap it up...except for a reprint of a poem 
from the first issue in 2016.  I saw the little Bulldog pup and had to pair the two!

Happy Training,

-Donna

From the editor’s desk...

Editor: Donna Profeta
Proofer: Betsy Moss
Oversight: Barb Snyder
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Congratulations to the following teams who have successfully 
completed their Primary 1 obedience class.

Graduates from the Advanced Beginners class into Basic Handling:

 l l Dennis Emerle & Luna Heather Tourtellot & Molly

l l Susan Kichton & Bella Nancy Hughes & Winston

l l Carole Strozyk & Macx Brenda Bascue & Sage

l l Amanda Engle & Charlie Rebecca Bednarele & Ruby Jane 

These class participants are now eligible to continue training in 
obedience Primary 2 or Agility Foundations.

Also, congratulations to the following teams who have successfully 
completed their Primary 2 obedience class and will continue their 
training in Secondary Obedience and Agility.

l l Beth Doran & Tiffany Chris Beck & Rena

Cheerfully submitted,   
Betty McGarry

Member Match Scores: 
https://tinyurl.com/MatchScores1

New AKC Rally Signs Videos: 
https://tinyurl.com/AKCRallySigns1

AKC Obedience News & Updates:
http://www.akc.org/events/obedience/news-updates/

AKC Revisions to Obedience Regulations:
https://tinyurl.com/akcObedRev-5-1-18-pdf

AKC Show Entries Info/Tools:
https://showentries.info/tools/ - has AKC Obedience and Rally 
class eligibility tools, "A" level class eligibility tool and transfer 
PDF form, among other things.
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SDTC Annual 
Luncheon Meeting

Sunday, Jan. 20, 2019

Stadium Golf Club
Schenectady, NY

1:00-4:00 PM

More information 
to follow  

Contact: 
Marge Berrigan, 

margberri@aol.com, 
518-393-3315

SAVE THE DATE!

Summer/Fall Obedience Graduates
LATEST

GRADS

Upcoming SDTC Trials

AKC Obedience & Rally Trials 
March 9-10, 2019

at Working Dogs NY, 
1451 State Highway 5S, Amsterdam, NY.  

Jennifer Antal, Chair.  Andie Newman, Secretary.  

Entries open January 4, 2019 and close February 20, 2019.  
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Berlin
by Janice Lengvarsky

 After earning her first RE leg at our trial 
at Working Dogs, I entered Berlin at the 

September Albany Obedience Club's trials.  Knowing show-
ing outdoors can be much more distracting, I was just hoping 

for a couple of Q's. To my surprise, she earned her second leg on 
Saturday with a score of 97 and fourth place.  We returned on Sun-

day, where she was a little rock star, earning her RE title OUTSIDE with a 
score of 99 and first place!  Good job Baby Berlin!!  She now goes by 
Bernkastel Goin' Places Von Benja, CD, BN, PCD, RI, RE.

Aggie
by Wendy Archinal

Aggie finished her AKC Senior Hunter title on 
September 9, in Dover Plains, NY.  She is now 
GCHG Millette's Sweet Memories, SH, BN, CD, 
PCDX, RA, AX, AXJ, NF, MXP, MJP, XFP.

Yankee
by Nancy Fragale

Yankee (Sagehills Fenway vom Fiem-
ereck, BN, CD, RI, CGCA), our adopted 
German Shepherd, Age 8, earned his 
CD at SDTC's three trials in August. He 
also earned his Rally Intermediate title 
at Glens Falls KC in June, with a third 
and fourth place, and at Albany Obe-
dience Club in September, with a fourth 
place.  

Annie
by Donna Profeta

On Saturday, September 3, at the AOC AKC Obedience/Rally Trials in 
Glenmont, our 7-year old, All-American, Annie, went three for three, 
earning her first two legs in Novice Obedience (with a first and second 
place) and her third leg and first performance title in Rally Novice (also a 
first place).  She’s now officially Annabelle Profeta, RN, CGC and we’re 
working towards that final Novice leg and her CD title.  In addition, 
we’re prepping for her first Trick Dog test.

BR
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mailto:margberri@aol.com
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Please contact the following people for volunteer 
opportunities: 

Program: 
Donna Mowrey, scout5out@yahoo.com
 Club matches in Obedience, Rally and Agility. 
 Club picnic
 Organize community demonstrations

AKC Agility Trials (4): 
Urszula Janicki, Limitlesslabs@verizon.net
 Multiple jobs

CPE Agility Trials (2): 
Bob Domfort, agilitydog@nycap.rr.com
 Mulitple jobs 

AKC Obed/Rally Trials (3): 
Wendy Archinal, topshelfbrits@nycap.rr.com
 Multiple jobs

Agility: 
Trisha Stall, sdtctraining@agiledogs.net
 Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.
 Moving equipment from inside to outside training
  areas and vice versa at the end of the season.
       Training equipment repair, if needed.

Obedience and/or Rally  : 
Betty McGarry, (see contact info, p. 10)
 Training equipment repair, if needed. 
 Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.

Training Council: 
Janet Moran, bsmjanet@gmail.com
 Committee to be sure supplies are on hand.

Corresponding Secretary: 
Amy Reid, aandersonreid@twc.com
 Committee to assist with mailings, renewal process.

Grounds: 
Betsy Moss, kaidijay@yahoo.com
 Club work parties for outdoor improvement  
......projects, when scheduled.  

Buildings: Jennifer Casapello, 2spots@verizon.net

Publicity: Donna Profeta,  donnaharps@aol.com
 Researching/placing postcards with area businesses.

Various times in the year there may be a need for dupli-
cating of documents used for Orientations/classes - will 
be announced.

All events will be publicized at the club, in the WOOFER 
and on our web site, .http://www.sdtcdogs.com

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

Let’s
Help
Out!
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Featuring 
Your Dog!

Anyone who’s interested in 
having their dog featured 
in an upcoming issue of the 
Woofer, please submit at 

least 1 good head shot for 
the banner on the front page, 

along with a story. A couple (or 
more) of additional photos would be   

helpful as well. . .

Suggestions: You can talk about how your 
furkid came to be in your life and what it was 
like when he/she first arrived, your training 
accomplishments, silly habits, easy stuff, 
hard stuff, favorite toys, what you’re partic-
ularly grateful for, etc. (please keep to 3500 
characters max). Don’t forget to include any 
registered names and titles (not included in    .
the character count) at the top.. . . .

Brags
Any accomplishments within the past year are 
acceptable and they don’t have to be titles. 
Litter announcements and adoptions count, 
as well as achieving any particular training 
milestones.

Photo Submissions
Photos should be submitted in JPG format 
(preferably at 300 dpi or more) and make 
sure you either own the rights or you have 
permission from the photographer. If not 
taken by you, please also include a brief 
statement saying that SDTC has permission 
to use said photos, along with the photogra-
pher's signature, name, and company name,  
if applicable.  .

Please either name the photos, so I know who 
they’re from and/or who’s pictured or list and 
describe them in an email.  Please DO NOT 
crop or re-size the photos.. . . .

Send submissions to: . donnaharps@aol.com  

Woofer Schedule: 
Submission dates: Jan 7, Apr 7, Jul 7 & Oct 7 

by 6:00 PM to donnaharps@aol.com 

Publishing dates: Feb 7, May 7, Aug 7, Nov 7

5

Eau de Skunk!
by Donna Profeta

A few years back, as per usual, I let Lacy out one 
last time before bed.  A few moments later I heard 
excited barking and ran to the door to get her in 
before she could wake up the neighbors (it was 
1:00 in the morning).  She came barreling in and I 
immediately smelled the overwhelming odor of  
skunk...NOOooooooo!!!  

She raced around the house, diving into every 
doggy bed (we have quite a few) and the carpet, 
frantically rubbing her head and distributing the 
odiferous oils on every surface she could, before I 
managed to corral her in her crate.

Thankfully, I had spotted a (the?) skunk about a 
week or so earlier and had researched and 
gathered up ingredients...just in case.

Here is the recipe I used (minus the OxyClean):  

For Bath:

1 quart 3% hydrogen peroxide

1/2 to 3/4 cup baking soda

2 teaspoons liquid soap

1 cup Apple Cider Vinegar

(Optional: 1/2 cup of powdered OxyClean)

Add enough hot water to make comfortable

I washed Lacy in a rubber feed tub (set in the 
bathtub) for 15 minutes and rinsed well.  I then 
kept the dirty bath mix (it was in the wee hours of 
the morning and I didn't have enough ingredients 
to make a fresh batch until I did shopping the next 
day) to soak the towels and my clothes in 
afterwards.  I put everything through a soak cycle 
on the washing machine, then ran it through the 
wash cycle w/ my regular detergent and a 1/2-cup 
baking soda on warm setting.  They came out fine!

I bathed her once that night and again the fol-
lowing day, and one more time about a week later.  
You wouldn't think so, but I believe the apple cider 
vinegar made all the difference.

As far as the carpets and dog beds go, I think I 
doused them with Zero Odor 2 or 3 times.

Warnings: Avoid getting the solution in your dogs 
eyes and NEVER try to bottle it.  Gasses are pro-
duced that will make the lid pop off, which could 
be dangerous.  There is some concern on-line, 
that the peroxide might bleach a dark dog’s fur, 
but someone posted that it was nearly negligible 
and temporary.

Hope this is useful.  It was an absolute blessing for 
me!  I keep the recipe handy, right by the fridge 
and make sure I always have the ingredients in 
stock, year round.  We had a close call just a 
couple of weeks  ago...(shudder).

What’s a Wolfenoot?
The following was posted by New Zealand mom, Jax Goss, about the brainchild of her 
7-year old son, and it seems like something we can all enjoy!

“My son has invented a holiday called Wolfenoot.

It is when the Spirit of the Wolf brings and hides small gifts around the house for 
everyone. People who have, have had, or are kind to dogs get better gifts than 
anyone else.

You eat roast meat (because wolves eat meat) and cake decorated like a full moon.

A holiday to the spirit of wolves that celebrates people who are kind to dogs?  I can 100% 
get behind this. So we will be celebrating Wolfenoot. It’s on the 23rd 
November if anyone else is moved to celebrate it. If you do, please post pics, so 
he can see how his idea has spread.”

It’s celebrated on November 23rd and you don’t have to eat meat. Plus, you can 
celebrate, even if you don’t own a dog!

Proceeds from the merch that have since become available, are going to Wolf Park, a 
wolf research and education facility in Indiana.

For a complete list of Wolfenoot related links and the FAQ page, see the official website:  
http://www.wolfenoot.com

http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
mailto:Limitlesslabs@verizon.net
http://agilitydog@nycap.rr.com
http://agilitydog@nycap.rr.com
http://topshelfbrits@nycap.rr.com
mailto:donnaharps@aol.com
http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
mailto:kaidijay@yahoo.com
mailto:2spots@verizon.net
mailto:donnaharps@aol.com
http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
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             It Takes a Pack to Raise a Puppy
                     By Suzanne Clothier

Note: This article originally appeared in the newsletter of the Siberian Husky Club of America.

Not too long ago, I read about a study that showed that when recorded birdsong was played to 
plants, it served to prepare the plants for morning and the coming light. Hearing the birdsong, 
the plants underwent specific changes that allowed them to make good use of the sunlight. 
The point of the article was that greenhouse operators using artificial lighting would be wise 
to use this simple approach to help plants use the light as effectively as physiologically 
possible.

When we raise puppies, it would be nice to know that there was something as simple as 
recorded birdsong to help trigger our puppies’ minds so that our interactions with them would have the best 
possible effects. But puppies aren’t plants – they’re complex creatures zooming along at an astounding 
pace on their developmental timetable. Compounding it all is the reality that while we are well meaning, we 
are still just humans trying to raise a baby dog. Hillary Clinton may or may not be right that it takes a village to 
raise a child; it definitely does take a pack to raise a puppy. In taking a puppy to raise, we become a 
substitute canine family. This is no easy task.

By the time the puppy is 7 weeks old, Nature has prepared the puppy to form deep bonds – in the world, with 
the pack around him; as a domestic dog, to form bonds with us, his substitute family. This bond is 
heartwarming and charming – what is more adorable than a little puppy trustingly chugging along behind 

you? It is also absolutely practical: this behavior is what will 
keep the puppy alive, fed, protected and educated. From 7-12 
weeks of age, the puppy is amazingly open to (even eager for) 
relationships – relationships with almost anyone who will allow it. 
It is at this stage that flock guardian breeds are placed with the 
sheep; the poor misguided dears grow up feeling quite fond 
toward their wooly family and as impressive adult dogs will protect 
the flock with passion and skill. Given that a puppy can be 
convinced that a relationship with a sheep is a good thing, it is 
small wonder that puppies are just as willing to look at the average 
human being and think, “There is a God – and my, what big shoes 
God has. . .”

But possible problems are already germinating, even at this 
tender age. Even though a puppy is quite willing to develop 
relationships with all and sundry (even sheep), he does come to 
the table with some expectations. He can’t help it. These 
expectations are hard-wired into his canine brain. He also has 
needs, ones that are typically met in a “natural” setting.

The puppy expects that there are rules in the world. His 
mother had them and reinforced them according to her 
personal mothering style. Even his siblings had some 
rudimentary rules which were enforced through clumsy but 

oddly effective ways. (Fat puppies learn quickly 
that you can get much of what you want by 

simply sitting on a less hefty puppy. 
Biting hard on a rival’s ear or lip 

can also be very effective.) 
Even at the tender age of 7 
weeks old, the puppy is wat-

ching you, trying to figure out 
what the rules are. Where 

he sees uncertainty or 
inconsistency,  his 
canine mind cannot   
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From Maddening to Maturity: 
Understanding the Adolescent Dog 

Webinar with Suzanne Clothier

Nov. 15, 2018 
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help but make note of this. As he grows, he may feel the need to test the weak areas in 
order to clarify what the rules may or may not be. We expect this at some level – after all, 
human teenagers routinely “test” their parents to find out where the boundaries may be. 
What we don’t expect (or don’t know or simply forget) is how quickly puppies move from the 
early stage of congenial agreement into the testing phase in just a matter of weeks, not the 
years like a human child.

The dog – like all social beings – is born with an understanding that there is power equal to, 
greater than and less than his own. He is (eternally) interested in seeing where you, the 
neighbors, the cat next door and the Poodle he just met fall on the power scale. Though he 
cannot articulate the concept, your puppy expects that leadership will be provided for him, or 
lacking that, he may have to be in charge as he matures. Like all social beings, he’d prefer that his leader(s) 
be calm, consistent, and clear while also being benevolent, protective and aware. And being a dog in all his 
waking moments, he assumes that you are a leader for him in your every waking moment.

A puppy (or even an adult dog) cannot understand that your life is not devoted to being a “leader among dogs” 
24 hours a day or that you play many roles as spouse/parent/child/worker/friend. Though dog leader/puppy 
raiser/trainer may be only a part-time job for YOU, it does not change the fact that your puppy is a puppy 24 
hours a day. Gaps in the leadership you provide for him will impact on the long term relationship between you 

and your puppy. Depending on the individual dog, the breed and the situation, a lack of good 
leadership can lead to annoying and bratty behaviors, or it can lead to very serious con-

sequences with the dog on a one-way trip to the Big Kennel in the Sky. Loving a puppy is not 
enough; he expects and deserves clear, consistent leadership. Being a dog leader means 
setting the rules for what is and is not acceptable behavior in your pack (with consideration to 
your rules being in line with the realities of dog behavior, culture and what constitutes 
reasonable expectations.)

Lacking the companionship and endless play his littermates would have provided, the puppy 
needs you to be his playmate. No excuses are truly satisfactory for a puppy who wants to play, 
play, play but has no one with whom to play. In a natural setting, a puppy wouldn’t have to 
pester anyone or eat the linoleum out of boredom or bark in the backyard as a way to amuse 
himself. His littermates would be there, just as eager to play as he, littermates with which to 

chase, bite, wrestle, explore, etc. Although raising puppies together is NOT a good idea if you 
want a companion animal who is bonded to human beings and not to his puppy pals, it is a humbling moment 
when you watch puppies playing and realize that this is what you are going to replace in this puppy’s life. Think 
of this the next time you find yourself exasperated with the puppy who won’t stop pestering your other dogs to 
play, or who drops a toy invitingly at your feet for the millionth time, or who dances just out of your reach, 
reluctant to have a game end. Think of your puppy multiplied by 4 or 6 or 8 and what fun that many puppies 
would be having together. Then remember – you volunteered to be the substitute for that.

The puppy needs to learn to inhibit his impulses – in other words, to develop some self control. One of my 
males, Banni, was a master at teaching puppies this critical social skill. Making a big show of a toy or delicious 
bone, Banni would lay down, placing his treasure in a precise spot calculated for a specific puppy and the 
specific lesson. Initially, the puppy would rush toward the bone and Banni would pick it up quickly while growling 
then walk away. With just one or two repetitions, the puppy learned to stop whenever Banni growled. Soon, he 
didn’t have to growl at all, but merely give the puppy “the look.” You could see the puppy really wanted 
the bone, but was learning that wanting something and acting on that desire were quite different.

When dogs teach puppies to control themselves, they do not make excuses for the puppy: “Well, I 
was trying to teach him to leave my bone alone but he got so excited and I suppose it did smell 
pretty good, so I just let him have it.” Humans make excuses for dogs, forgetting that among all 
social animals, self control is a learned skill that must be taught. We learned self control because 
our parents taught us. For puppies to be welcome and enjoyable members of our substitute 
families, we need to teach them a great deal of self control. Puppies do learn self control from 
other dogs but only concerning matters that are of interest to other dogs. A dog would not 
bother to teach a puppy that he should not get up on the sofa or steal food from the kitchen 
counter. These things don’t matter much to dogs. But an older dog WILL teach a puppy 
that you should not steal another dog’s meal or simply take a direct line of travel over
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             It Takes a Pack to Raise a Puppy
                     By Suzanne Clothier

Note: This article originally appeared in the newsletter of the Siberian Husky Club of America.
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help but make note of this. As he grows, he may feel the need to test the weak areas in 
order to clarify what the rules may or may not be. We expect this at some level – after all, 
human teenagers routinely “test” their parents to find out where the boundaries may be. 
What we don’t expect (or don’t know or simply forget) is how quickly puppies move from the 
early stage of congenial agreement into the testing phase in just a matter of weeks, not the 
years like a human child.

The dog – like all social beings – is born with an understanding that there is power equal to, 
greater than and less than his own. He is (eternally) interested in seeing where you, the 
neighbors, the cat next door and the Poodle he just met fall on the power scale. Though he 
cannot articulate the concept, your puppy expects that leadership will be provided for him, or 
lacking that, he may have to be in charge as he matures. Like all social beings, he’d prefer that his leader(s) 
be calm, consistent, and clear while also being benevolent, protective and aware. And being a dog in all his 
waking moments, he assumes that you are a leader for him in your every waking moment.

A puppy (or even an adult dog) cannot understand that your life is not devoted to being a “leader among dogs” 
24 hours a day or that you play many roles as spouse/parent/child/worker/friend. Though dog leader/puppy 
raiser/trainer may be only a part-time job for YOU, it does not change the fact that your puppy is a puppy 24 
hours a day. Gaps in the leadership you provide for him will impact on the long term relationship between you 

and your puppy. Depending on the individual dog, the breed and the situation, a lack of good 
leadership can lead to annoying and bratty behaviors, or it can lead to very serious con-

sequences with the dog on a one-way trip to the Big Kennel in the Sky. Loving a puppy is not 
enough; he expects and deserves clear, consistent leadership. Being a dog leader means 
setting the rules for what is and is not acceptable behavior in your pack (with consideration to 
your rules being in line with the realities of dog behavior, culture and what constitutes 
reasonable expectations.)

Lacking the companionship and endless play his littermates would have provided, the puppy 
needs you to be his playmate. No excuses are truly satisfactory for a puppy who wants to play, 
play, play but has no one with whom to play. In a natural setting, a puppy wouldn’t have to 
pester anyone or eat the linoleum out of boredom or bark in the backyard as a way to amuse 
himself. His littermates would be there, just as eager to play as he, littermates with which to 

chase, bite, wrestle, explore, etc. Although raising puppies together is NOT a good idea if you 
want a companion animal who is bonded to human beings and not to his puppy pals, it is a humbling moment 
when you watch puppies playing and realize that this is what you are going to replace in this puppy’s life. Think 
of this the next time you find yourself exasperated with the puppy who won’t stop pestering your other dogs to 
play, or who drops a toy invitingly at your feet for the millionth time, or who dances just out of your reach, 
reluctant to have a game end. Think of your puppy multiplied by 4 or 6 or 8 and what fun that many puppies 
would be having together. Then remember – you volunteered to be the substitute for that.

The puppy needs to learn to inhibit his impulses – in other words, to develop some self control. One of my 
males, Banni, was a master at teaching puppies this critical social skill. Making a big show of a toy or delicious 
bone, Banni would lay down, placing his treasure in a precise spot calculated for a specific puppy and the 
specific lesson. Initially, the puppy would rush toward the bone and Banni would pick it up quickly while growling 
then walk away. With just one or two repetitions, the puppy learned to stop whenever Banni growled. Soon, he 
didn’t have to growl at all, but merely give the puppy “the look.” You could see the puppy really wanted 
the bone, but was learning that wanting something and acting on that desire were quite different.

When dogs teach puppies to control themselves, they do not make excuses for the puppy: “Well, I 
was trying to teach him to leave my bone alone but he got so excited and I suppose it did smell 
pretty good, so I just let him have it.” Humans make excuses for dogs, forgetting that among all 
social animals, self control is a learned skill that must be taught. We learned self control because 
our parents taught us. For puppies to be welcome and enjoyable members of our substitute 
families, we need to teach them a great deal of self control. Puppies do learn self control from 
other dogs but only concerning matters that are of interest to other dogs. A dog would not 
bother to teach a puppy that he should not get up on the sofa or steal food from the kitchen 
counter. These things don’t matter much to dogs. But an older dog WILL teach a puppy 
that you should not steal another dog’s meal or simply take a direct line of travel over
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Three Jessica Ajoux Agility Seminars 
November 14 and 15, 2018 

Albany Obedience Club
Wemple Road, Glenmont, NY

Advanced Handling Solutions 
Wednesday, November 14, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

1 hour lunch break

Choosing the Right Cross 
Thursday, November 15, 9:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.

Either-Or Training 
Thursday, November 15, 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

More info and registration form: 
https://tinyurl.com/JAjouxSeminars

Saratoga NY Kennel Club 

Barn Hunt Practices 
at CaNine to Five in Clifton Park 

  Practice Date    (Snow/Ice Date)           
  1/6/2019    (1/20/2019)            
2/10/2019    (2/24/2019)            
3/10/2019    (3/24/2019)         

$15 for 20 minute practice

For more info: 518 370 2949 
Danielscott.smith@yahoo.com 

NON-TRIAL EVENTS

Albany Obedience Training Center

Agility Run Thrus*
Sat, Nov 17, 2018
Sat, Dec 8, 2018
Sat, Jan 19, 2019  

All at 8:30am - 2:30pm

Obedience/Rally Show and Go
Sat, Dec 1, 2018
Sat, Jan 5, 2019  

All at 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

*For more information, see 
www.albanyobedience.com

9

Fenzi Dog Sports Academy

In addition to their many regularly scheduled on-line classes, covering the gamut of activities and behavioral 
issues, the Fenzi Dog Sports Academy is now listing webinars including the following:

NEW: ON-LINE ACTIVITIES

OTHER LOCAL TRIALS 

11/11-12/18 Takes 2 to Q CPE Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

12/1-2/18 WASCUNY ASCA Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

12/21/18 Follow the Leda UKI Agility Trial
  , Gansevoort, NYFollow the Leda

12/29-31/18 Agile Dogs CPE Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

1/12-13/19 SAAC AKC Agility Trials 
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

3/2-3/19 SAAC AKC Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

3/8-10/19 Agile Dogs USDAA Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

3/23/19 Glens Falls KC AKC Agility Trial
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

4/13-14/19 Friends of GFKC WCRL Agility Trials 

  Glens Falls KC, Queensbury, NY

4/13-14/19 Saratoga KC BHA Barn Hunt Trials
  Long Lesson Farm, Buskirk, NY

5/18-19/19 SAAC AKC Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

5/18-20/19 SOBAD CPE Agility Trials
  Sugarbush Farm, Stephentown, NY

For additional information, see 

http://www.asca.org

http://www.agiledogs.net, 

http://www.albanyobedience.com, 

https://www.barnhunt.com

https://www.followtheleda.com

http://theglensfallskennelclub.com

http://www.goodchoicedogtraining.net

http://www.northeastagility.com

https://www.saratoganykennelclub.com

https://www.southernadirondackagility.org/events

https://www.sobadagility.org

http://www.stockadeagility.com

http://takes2toq.com

http://www.wascuny.org

Suzanne Clothier - From Maddening to Maturity: 
Understanding & Helping the Adolescent Dog 

Date: Thursday, Nov. 15, 2018 

Time: 3pm PACIFIC TIME 

Fee: $19.95 - Registration required PRIOR to 
scheduled presentation time.

Many dogs hit adolescence and become frustrating, 
unruly, and simply maddening in some ways. The 
Relationship Centered Training (RCT) approach 
focuses on the teenage brain's response to risks, 
rewards and relationship, and on 3 areas of the teen-
age dog’s life.

Linda Case - Canine Athlete or Couch Potato? - 
Feeding Dogs to Meet their Exercise Needs 

Date: Thursday, Nov. 15, 2018 

Time: 6pm PACIFIC TIME 

Fee: $19.95 - Registration required PRIOR to 
scheduled presentation time. 

Attendees will complete the webinar with a deeper 
understanding of the importance of nutrition and 
feeding management in maintaining a dog’s optimal 
weight and condition and how to select a food that 
best fits the needs of the canine athlete, weekend 
warrior, or couch potato.

Amy Cook - Conquering Noise Sensitivity

Date: Thursday, Nov. 29, 2018  

Time: 6pm PACIFIC TIME

Fee: $19.95 - Registration required PRIOR to 
scheduled presentation time.

Whether you deal with the issue in your house with 
your dog barking at the sounds outside, or thunder-
storms and fireworks, this webinar can help.

Hannah Branigan - Fancy Fold-Back Downs

Date: Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018  

Time: 3pm PACIFIC TIME 

Fee: $19.95 - Registration required PRIOR to 
scheduled presentation time.

In this webinar, we will discuss what makes a great 
fold-back down so great, as well as how to teach the 
ideal mechanics to build that fancy fold-back, and tips 
and tricks for getting the fastest, cleanest response 
with joy and enthusiasm.

Denise Fenzi - Developing a Confident Team: 
Re-Defining Leadership for Dog Sports and Life 

Date: Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018  

Time: 6pm PACIFIC TIME

Fee: $19.95 - Registration required PRIOR to 
scheduled presentation time.

Developing your skills of leadership will improve your 
training, carry over into competition, and gives your 
dog direction in the face of emotional distress. 
Leadership will give your dog confidence in you, 
which in turn allows them to develop confidence in 
themselves. This webinar will give you concrete 
advice for developing your leadership skills. 

NOTE: If you buy the webinars in advance, even if you 
can't make the live event, you will get access to the 
recording, which will be made available in your 
webinar library within 24-72 hours after the live 
presentation. 

You can get additional information on the above at: 
https://fenzidogsportsacademy.com (in the top 
menu, see More FDSA Education and click on 
Webinars).

I have a dog of Blenheim birth,
With fine long ears and full of mirth;

And sometimes, running o'er the plain,
He tumbles on his nose:

But quickly jumping up again,
Like lightning on he goes!

~ John Rusking, My Dog Dash
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Club Awards
Awarded at the yearly SDTC banquet in January: . . . . . . .

Honorary Members - Nominated by the Board, 
based on membership length and service to club 
criteria.

Good Sportsmanship Award - Chosen by past 3 
years’ recipients, for good sportsmanship in all 
aspects of club endeavors.

President's Trophy - Recognition given to club 
members with highest scores in Obedience & Rally 
trials in August.

Wag Award - Earned 
by participating with 
the Club at 5 com-
munity events, such 
as nurs ing home 
visits, parades and 
demonstrations.

Visit us on the Web!
Our wonderful web site, artfully designed by Jon 
Huther, of Elite Venture Media, is chock full of 
useful information about membership, class 
schedules and descriptions, upcoming events 
and a monthly calendar, in addition to important 
documents such as membership renewal 
forms and agility field waivers. For that and 
more see:  http://www.sdtcdogs.com

 Club Library 

To borrow books or videos, contact Betty McGarry 
(see the Contact page on our web site). 

Clip art and photography credits:

All clipart downloaded from: 
http://www.pngimg.com
http://www.freepngimg.com 
http://all-free-download.com
http://nobacks.com

Except where indicated, all background 
and dog photography downloaded from: 

https://www.pexels.com

See us on Facebook!
Also designed by Jon Huther, get 
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another dog’s body – much more polite to go around! When teaching self control, dogs are careful to make the 
lessons appropriate for the puppy’s age. Before the puppy reaches 16-18 weeks of age, normal dogs are 
amazingly tolerant of puppy behavior. The careful observer will note a slow, subtle increase in what older dogs 
begin expecting from the puppy, but the overall impression is that a puppy can get away with almost anything. And 
the truth is, he can, thanks to the invisible (at least to humans!) but very real “puppy permit.” What the puppy doesn’t 
yet know is this: there’s an expiration date on that puppy permit. When it expires, the rules can change quite quickly. 
Behavior that was acceptable one day may be completely unacceptable the next. With my own dogs, I’ve seen a 
puppy’s permit expire over the course of a single morning. Just before breakfast, a four month old puppy galloped 
over one of my older dogs – nothing more than a dirty look and a grunt was what she got for this behavior. Later that 
day, the puppy did the same thing and was shocked when the adult dog leaped up fiercely snarling and barking in 
displeasure. After a few repetitions over the next few days, the puppy learned to politely walk around – not over! – 
other dogs.

The expiration date is usually at 16-20 weeks of age, and corresponds with hormonal shifts in the puppy’s body. 
Once the hormonal shift occurs, the puppy will find much less tolerance from the dogs around him, and 
increasingly, he will be expected to act in a more mature fashion. Smart puppy owners keep an eye on the calendar 
too, allowing puppies to be puppies under some broad but consistent guidelines. Very slowly – almost imper-
ceptibly, you begin to ask for a little more self control, a little more respect, a little more responsibility from the puppy 
but never losing sight of the fact that the puppy permit is still in force. Once the permit has expired, the wise handler 
can act just like a wise dog, and begin to push a little harder and expect more from the puppy.

From the best puppy raising dogs I’ve known, here are a few pointers for humans trying to raise a puppy:

Ÿ Tolerate puppies – they know not what they do

Ÿ Teach puppies – they know not what to do

Ÿ Be consistent with puppies – they forget things quickly

Ÿ Keep lessons short – puppies are easily distracted

Ÿ Puppies need to play – that’s why puppies are born in litters

Ÿ Good social skills & manners are made, not born

Ÿ Remember that puppy permits have expiration dates

Ÿ Don’t wait till the puppy has stolen your bone to teach him about manners

Ÿ Be careful what you teach a puppy – someday, he might be in charge

Ÿ Tired puppies are always good puppies
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2019 MEMBERSHIP 
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If you are a member, please keep an eye 
out for an envelope in early December, 
that will contain your renewal information.  
Remember that the cost of membership is 
effected by the number of volunteer hours 
you completed, prior to the October 31st 
cut-off date. Dues should be paid by 
January 1, 2019.

Thank you,

Amy Anderson-Reid
Corresponding Secretary

WHERE DO THE ANSWERS 
COME FROM???

During the course of any given day, week, month etc. some 
kinks in our SDTC ointment are apt to crop up. The Board of 
Directors tries very hard to keep up with the day to day 
operations at the club and keep things running smoothly. On 
some occasions things happen. Corrections are most apt to 
take place if the correct Directors are notified.  On our web site 
there is a listing of all Directors with their areas and email 
contact information. One is much more likely to receive an 
answer to a question and/or solution to a problem from a 
person than a YAHOO list entry. The YAHOO list cannot listen, 
nor answer.  People contact is still the best way to solve issues.

Thank you from the Management  :-)
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Club Awards
Awarded at the yearly SDTC banquet in January: . . . . . . .

Honorary Members - Nominated by the Board, 
based on membership length and service to club 
criteria.

Good Sportsmanship Award - Chosen by past 3 
years’ recipients, for good sportsmanship in all 
aspects of club endeavors.

President's Trophy - Recognition given to club 
members with highest scores in Obedience & Rally 
trials in August.

Wag Award - Earned 
by participating with 
the Club at 5 com-
munity events, such 
as nurs ing home 
visits, parades and 
demonstrations.

Visit us on the Web!
Our wonderful web site, artfully designed by Jon 
Huther, of Elite Venture Media, is chock full of 
useful information about membership, class 
schedules and descriptions, upcoming events 
and a monthly calendar, in addition to important 
documents such as membership renewal 
forms and agility field waivers. For that and 
more see:  http://www.sdtcdogs.com
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WOOF THiS!
With eye upraised his master's look to scan,

The joy, the solace, and the aid of man:
The rich man's guardian and the poor man's friend,

The only creature faithful to the end.

~ George Crabbe  

12 The Woofer November 2018


