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Ox
(see p.4)

From the editor’s desk...
Greetings.all!
Here we are in mid-summer...already? The summer sessions are all wrapped
up and we’re taking a rest before the fall sessions get underway in September
(p. 2). So, congratulations are in order for all our Obedience and Agility grads
(pp. 2 & 3), as well as acknowledging 2 pups in a combined brag (p. 5).
Our Featured Furkid for August is the mighty Ox (p..4), who multi-tasks as a
therapy dog, firehouse mascot, good will ambassador and all around Joe!
And, we’re celebrating this past Memorial Day and Flag Day with a plethora of
parade pics (pp. 6 & 7).
As before, there’s information on the Volunteer Program, with general opportunities listed and two specific volunteer requests (stewards PLEASE), as well
as details on the Fundraising Raffle for the August Obedience/Rally Trials (p..8).
The club info follows (p..9), with SDTC and other upcoming trial dates, along with
the Woofer guidelines and schedules after that (p. 10).
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While looking for something to fill the inside back cover, I thought it would be
appropriate, in this issue, to feature veterans...and what
better than to combine both vets and dogs? Having
gone through a similar train of thought a few months
earlier (when looking for a program to donate to in my
brother’s name, in lieu of a Christmas gift), it didn’t take
too long to come up with the same solution: America’s
VetDogs. They kindly supplied us with some information
and permission to use their images (p. 11). I’m thinking
we’ll highlight other organizations, that pair dogs with vets and other folks with
disabilities, for future issues.
And bringing up the caboose, the second Vintage Vault item tells us what was
required to pass the beginners course, back in 1988 (p..12). Included was a
stand for exam and picking up a thrown article!
Note: Annie and Lacy both agreed that the VetDogs pic could take their place
and give them a rest from all the limelight. :-)
Happy Training,

-Donna

Editor: Donna Profeta
Proofer: Betsy Moss
Oversight: Barb Snyder

Schenectady Dog Training Club

LATEST
GRADS

SDTC Summer Agility Graduates
Judy Zelenewych, our intrepid agility director, sent in the list of the
following students that have graduated to the next level. Note that the
agility and obedience regular and mini sessions didn’t run concurrently
as per usual, so the seasons are different as well:
Beginners class graduates advancing to Advanced Beginners include:
l Paris

- handled by MaryAnn Pangburn

l Morgan

handled by James Tang

Advanced Beginners graduates advancing to Basic Handling:
l

l Kirby

l Blue

Wes - handled by Rita Daly
- handled by Donna Mowrey
l Edora - handled by Bob Domfort

l Kovi

- handled by Brie Wilday
- handled by Erin Wilday

Basic Handling graduates class advancing to Intermediate Handling:
l Maxx

- handled by Judy Johnson

SDTC Spring Obedience Graduates
Congratulations to those handler and dog teams who successfully completed the Spring 2017 Primary
class requirements.
The following teams are eligible to continue off leash obedience training in Novice class. In addition,
successfully completing Primary class allows these teams to begin foundation work in Agility and
Introduction to Rally:
l Myra

Lampkin and English Setter Maple
Mulligan and All American Molly
l Jenna Riley and Golden Retriever Braxton
l Derrleen

l Aharon

Yakimov and Giant Schnauzer Missy
St.Onge and Golden Retriever Django
l April Bushman and Golden Retriever Sully
l Jackie

The following teams are eligible to continue obedience training in Secondary class. In addition,
successfully completing Primary class allows these teams to begin foundation work in Agility and
Introduction to Rally.
l Susan

Brownell and Labrador Retrievers Jamie
and Bree
l Kyle Sullwold and All American Nissa
l Sue Jones and Labrador Retriever Stella

l Eileen

Mahar and German Shepherd Logan
Benner and All American Rudy
l Stephanie Gatto and All American Buddy
l Megan

Respectfully Submitted,
Betty McGarry, Instructor

Judy Saddlemire, Instructor

Deb Middleton, Assistant Instructor

2017 Fall Obedience and Rally Schedule
The 2017 Fall obedience and rally classes will begin the week of 9/10. This is a six-week schedule which
will end Friday, 10/20. A four-week mini session is being planned, which will follow the fall schedule.
Registration for members and current participants will begin no sooner than Monday, 8/21, at 7PM and
will end 8/31. Details regarding the fall class schedule and registration instructions can be found on the
web site: http://www.sdtcdogs.com. Go to the CLASSES link. Betty McGarry, Training Director O/R

2

MORE
GRADS

More Spring Obedience Graduates
It is my pleasure to share the following graduates from the last session
of classes I instructed:
Secondary class graduates moving to Novice include:
l Tami

Bojarski and Alice
Brown and Eve

l Wendy

l Colleen
l Barbara

Dzikas and Edna Mae
Tomek and Wallace

Novice graduates moving to Open include:
l Judy

l Kristen

l Marti

Johnson and Maxx
LeBel and Marquis
l Pat Walters and Esme

l Lynn

Reintsema and Tokaj
Reintsema and Tryker

I hope they all enjoy the next phase in their journey of training their dogs.
Barbara Snyder, Instructor

Double Exposure??
These happy faces belong to those students in the Friday morning Secondary class. They are a great
group of students and I, for one, enjoyed the class. As we continued the sessions, all progressed, all
moved through the exercises nicely. One morning, I was particularly observant and stood back and
really looked at the dogs. Then these thoughts began to go through my mind: All the dogs were black;
there are two of each breed, or mix; and one little man had white on. In all the years I've taught for SDTC,
I have never had a class with this make-up. I know, some things amuse others more than some,
however, I thought I would share a picture of our 2 Labs, 2 Rotties, 2 AA and 1 token BC. Now, don't you
find this unique and isn’t there a smile on your face?
Barbara Snyder

Picture identification (L to R): Colleen Dzikas with Edna Mae, Angela Baris with Mr. Bojangles, Barbara Tomek
with Wallace, Wendy Brown with Eve, Bonita Sokolowski with Gracie and Ginny Wilday with Khaleesi. Missing Tami
Bojarski with Alice.
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Ox ~ Mossy Hill's Oxwell Lee, CGC, THDN, RATI
by Betsy Moss
It was January of 2014 and 8 degrees outside during
daylight. I was in the back room washing a dog, when
Arlene- owner of the grooming shop I work in- pushed
through the door a hefty yellow powerhouse of a dog I'd
never seen before. The dog put the brakes on as he realized
that he was being thrown straight into the middle of a crowd of a
half dozen yelping, yapping, nipping dogs of various sizes and
breeds. (Also, shop employees.) The shocked expression on his
meaty face suddenly opened up into the biggest grin on the largest head I
had ever seen on an animal. He started a dance of play, racing from one
room to the next, bashing into walls without even feeling it. He ran with his
rear end on the ground, in true “zoomie” fashion.

Featured
Furkid

Arlene had been summoned outside by a passerby, who had been walking
his own two dogs. He had come across this four-legged fool, joyfully
romping the busy Schenectady street outside our shop. He'd been chasing
cars, greeting pedestrians, and trying to entice the man's two dogs to play.
Arlene called Animal Control to report that we had found him, but requested
that they not take him away. He could stay in our care while we
looked for his owners.
We did dutifully search for his owners for three weeks, with no
results. By the end of this time, I had lost any desire to return him
anyway, no matter where he had come from. We did eventually
learn of his past- he had been a frequent escapee from his fenced
yard not far from the shop. His old family, tired of the chore of
hunting down the troublesome dog, had chosen on this day not to
go looking for him ever again. They did not want him anymore.
By the end of the first night, I was calling him Ox. It is a name he
earned by slamming his body into people, walls, and furniture- just
because. He lives up to it still. He is a storm of energy, stubborn,
strong-willed and defiant. Ox made me HAVE TO learn to be a dog
trainer. There would be no living with him, otherwise. But at the
same time, he is so full of love and silliness. He is eager to share his
elation for life with everyone he comes across. Because of his
natural inclination for spreading affection, we now work as a
Therapy Dog team. We are mostly visiting colleges at this point,
because he is still learning proper etiquette. For example: limit the
kissing- not everyone wants their face washed. And, the hard oneOx, you are not a lap dog!
Continued on p. 5

Photograph, courtesy of Patty Reskc
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Ox ~ Continued.from.p. 4
Ox is a mascot for my fire
department and attends many
events with us. He is on his
third year of marching in
parades. He even has his own
set of turnout gear, as well as a
“dress uniform,” so he can
match whatever the department
members are wearing at the event
we are attending.
Ox and I have worked hard on our skills in
Rally Obedience. He does well in this field and
seems to enjoy it greatly. The only stumbling block
is that he does not possess the patience to wait
quietly while other dogs are on the floor and will
sass me because he is bored. I am hopeful that a
year of maturing may create in him a bit more tolerance of idle times so we can continue to move forward in Rally
classes.
In our 3 years together, Ox has taught me more than I had learned in an entire lifetime with dogs. His good
nature has made him an excellent ambassador for his kind- a pit bull by classification, because of his physical
characteristics of a stocky body and square head. We use our time together to spread happiness where we
can. I believe this is what he was put here for, and I am merely the driver of his vehicle......................................

Maxx & ZsaZsa
by Judy Johnson

Br
ag
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ZsaZsa earned her AKC Beginner
Novice – BN title and one leg toward
her CD at Albany Obedience. She
also earned two legs toward her
Rally Excellent.title – four Q's.total.
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ZsaZsa and Maxx at AOC

B

Maxx earned his Rally Novice – RN
and one leg toward his Beginner
Novice title, with one leg toward his
CD – five Q's total, also at AOC.
They both had nice scores and
placements under 3 judges.
Both ZsaZsa and Maxx went six for
six total, with scores of 204, 205, 207,
207, 207, 210, with nice placements
in WCRL Rally. Maxx earned his Rl1
title at Good Choice Dog Training.

Maxx with judge, Amee Abel, at GCDT

Want your canine companion to be included in the November issue? See
the Woofer Brags & Featured Furkid Requirements and Schedule on page 10.
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Scotia-Glenville Memorial Day Parade
May 24th gave us a lovely day to participate in the annual Scotia Memorial Day Parade and
the Schenectady Chapter #74 for Therapy Dogs International, along with a small contingent
solely from SDTC, stepped off with 8 handlers and 9 dogs.
As usual, Patty Reksc did the leg work leading up to the parade (thanks, Patty!) and we all
marched off to the beat of the marching bands! Participants included:
Cameron McLean / Scooter (Bassett Hound)
l Chris Bourgeois / Pepperjack & Kaytie
(Pointer/Aust Cattle dog & Border Collie/Beagle mix)
l Marti LeBel / Marquis (Bernese Mtn dog)
l Patty Reksc / Kumi (Shih tzu)
l Tracey Wheaton / Bailie (Pug)
l

l

MaryGrace Von Calio / Amy
(Italian Greyhound)

l

Arleen Cullen / Chloe (Shih tzu/Lhasa mix)

l

Donna Profeta / Annie (Rat Terrier mix)

l

Donna Rost / Stig (Beagle)
Photographs courtesy of
Patty Reksc

Photo by
Donna Profeta
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Burnt Hills Flag Day Parade
On June 8th, the Schenectady Chapter #74 of TDI and some additional SDTC members,
marched with a total of 9 handlers and 10 dogs in the Burnt Hills Flag Day Parade and got
to pose with Assemblyman James Tedisco for the group shot.
Much appreciation to coordinator, Patty Reksc, and all the dog/handler teams:
l

l
l
l
l

Chris Bourgeois / Pepperjack & Kaytie
Pointer/Aust Cattle Dog & Border Collie/Beagle)
Dennis Emerle / Molly (STD Poodle)
Joyce Rose / Ben (Golden Retriever)
Barb Sperling / DJ (Havanese)
Angela Case / Copper & Onyx
(Cavalier King Charles Spaniels)

l

Betsy Moss / Blue (Pitbull)

l

Patty Reksc / Kumi (Shih tzu)

l

Cindy Matthews / Blaze (Samoyed)

l

Marti LeBel / Marquis
(Bernese Mtn dog)

FLAG DAY

Group shot courtesy of Dennis Emerle

Photographs courtesy of
Patty Reksc
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VOLUNTEER HOURS
Sue Jones will be accepting submissions of your volunteer hours via email, at
jazzsunz223@yahoo.com, via snail mail, at 405 Charles Street, Scotia, NY 12302, or in the
receptacle in the club.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Please contact the following people for volunteer
opportunities:

Obedience and/or Rally:
Betty McGarry, (see contact info, p. 9)
Training equipment repair, if needed.
Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.

Program:
Donna Mowrey, scout5out@yahoo.com
Club matches in Obedience, Rally and Agility.
Club picnic
Organize community demonstrations

Training Council:
Janet Moran, bsmjanet@gmail.com
Committee to be sure supplies are on hand.

AKC Agility Trials (4):
Urszula Janicki, Limitlesslabs@verizon.net
Multiple jobs

Corresponding Secretary:
Amy Reid, aandersonreid@twc.com
Committee to assist with mailings, renewal process.

CPE Agility Trials (2):
Bob Domfort, agilitydog@nycap.rr.com
Mulitple jobs
AKC Obed/Rally Trials (3):
Wendy Archinal, topshelfbrits@nycap.rr.com
Multiple jobs

LET’S
HELP
OUT!

Agility:
Judy Zelenewych, PunkyZ@aol.com
Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.
Moving equipment from inside to outside training
areas and vice versa at the end of the season.
Training equipment repair, if needed.

Cleaning Schedule Volunteer
To create a cleaning schedule for each of the 4-5
training sessions/year and post at the Club and to
check and purchase with Club reimbursement
necessary cleaning supplies (e.g. paper towels
and bathroom tissue). To volunteer or for more
info, please contact Janet Moran, Training Council,
at.bsmjanet@gmail.com.

Grounds:
Betsy Moss, kaidijay@yahoo.com
Club work parties for outdoor improvement projects,
when scheduled.
Buildings: Jennifer Casapello, 2spots@verizon.net
Various times in the year there may be a need for duplicating of documents used for Orientations/classes - will
be announced.
All events will be publicized at the club, in the WOOFER
and on our web site, http://www.sdtcdogs.com.

Obedience/Rally Volunteers
Additional stewards are needed for the August
Obedience/Rally Trials (8/19 and 8/20). Please
indicate which trials (Sat. AM; Sat. PM; or Sun) you
are available for, as well as any preferences
(obedience, rally, class), what experience you’ve
had and any classes in which you may be showing.
Contact Shea Croop at rscroop@roadrunner.com
to volunteer or for more info.

FUNDRAISING
Raffle for August Obedience/Rally trials (August 19-20)
Our August Obedience/Rally Trials are coming up shortly. To raise money for trial expenses, we are having a raffle
at the trial, organized by Mary Maltbie. There will be a bin at the club to put raffle donations in (we'd like new items
only, please.) Perhaps put together a basket of dog items. Also feel free to ask any businesses you frequent, if
they would like to donate. We can put an acknowledgment in our catalog. If you leave an item at the club, let
Wendy Archinal know, so she can stop and retrieve it: topshelfbrits@nycap.rr.com. Members should stop out
at the trial on Saturday and buy tickets.
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Board of Directors
Board meetings are held six times per year. Please see the calendar on our web site for
important dates. Members are welcome to bring business before the Board. Please contact
the President to be added to the agenda.
Barbara Snyder
President

Judy Zelenewych
Agility

Betty McGarry
Obedience

Marge Berrigan
Vice President

Jennifer Casapello
Buildings

Wendy Archinal
Obedience Trial

Laurie Kurtzman
Recording Secretary

Ruth Marhafer
Fund Raising

Donna Mowrey
Program

Amy Anderson-Reid
Corresponding Secretary

Betsy Moss
Grounds

Judy Saddlemire
Publicity

Michelle Morgan
Treasurer

Angela Baris
Membership

Janet Moran
Training Council

Contact: To get in touch with Board members, see the Contact page on our web site (below),
click on the down arrow in the General Information box and select from the menu.

Club Awards
Awarded.at.the.yearly.SDTC.banquet.in.January:
Honorary Members - Nominated by the Board,
based on membership length and service to club
criteria.
Good Sportsmanship Award - Chosen by past 3
years’ recipients, for good sportsmanship in all
aspects of club endeavors.
President's Trophy - Recognition given to club
members with highest scores in Obed & Rally trials in
August.
Wag Award - Earned
by participating with
the Club at community events, such
as nursing home
visits, parades and
demonstrations.

Club Library
To borrow books or videos, contact Betty McGarry
(see the Contact page on our web site).

Visit us on the Web!
Our wonderful web site, artfully designed by club
member Jon Huther, of Elite Venture Media, is
chock full of useful information about
membership, class schedules and
descriptions, upcoming events and a monthly
calendar, in addition to important documents
such as membership renewal forms and agility
field waivers: http://www.sdtcdogs.com

See us on Facebook!
Also designed by Jon Huther, get
up-to-the-minute postings, join in
on conversations and “Like Us”
at:Facebook.com/SDTCDOGS
Clip art and photography credits:
All clipart downloaded from:
http://www.pngimg.com
http://www.freepngimg.com

http://all-free-download.com
Except where indicated, all background
and dog photography downloaded from:
https://www.pexels.com
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UPCOMING SDTC TRIALS
August 19 & 20, 2017 - AKC Obedience/Rally
Trials at the Saratoga County Fairgrounds Ballston
Lake, NY. Trials 1 & 2: Saturday, August 19. Trial 3:
Sunday, August 20. See http://www.sdtcdogs.com
for more information.
September 9 & 10, 2017 - ADoS CPE Agility Trial at
Stockade Agility, 505 Sacandaga Road, Glenville, NY.
Judges: Eileen Keegan and Mary Phalon. Entries
close August 28. See http://www.sdtcdogs.com.
November 4 & 5, 2017 - AKC Agility Trial at High
Goal Farm, 68 Louse Hill Road, Greenwich, NY.
Judge: Howard Etzel. Entries open on September 6,
2017. For more info, see: http://www.sdtcdogs.com
or http://www.pawprinttrials.com.
March 10, 2018 - AKC Obedience Trials at Working
Dogs, NY, 1451 Route 5S, Amsterdam, NY. Two
obedience trials will be held indoors. Judges: William
D. Craig and Susan M. King. Entries open on January
3, 2018. More information will be available at
http://www.sdtcdogs.com.

OTHER LOCAL TRIALS
9/30-10/1/17

Stockade USDAA Agility Trial*
at Stockade Agility, Glenville, NY

9/30-10/1/17

Agile Dogs CPE Agility Trial*
Stockade Agility, Glenville, NY

10/5/2017

SADC AKC All Breed Conformation
& Obedience Trial
at Working Dogs NY, Amsterdam, NY

10/21-22/17

Stockade CPE Agility Trial
at Stockade Agility, Glenville, NY

* 09/30-10/01 USDAA and CPE Trials will run simultaneously.

Featuring
Your Dog!
Anyone who’s interested
in having their dog
featured in an upcoming
issue of the Woofer, please
submit at least 1 good head
shot for the banner on the
front page, along with a story. A
couple of additional photos
would be helpful as well.
Suggestions: You can talk about how your
furkid came to be in your life and what it was
like when he/she first arrived, your training
accomplishments, silly habits, easy stuff,
hard stuff, favorite toys, what you’re
particularly grateful for, etc. (please keep to
3500 characters max). Don’t forget to include
any registered names and titles (not included
in the character count) at the top.

Brags
Any accomplishments within the past year are
acceptable and they don’t have to be titles.
Litter announcements and adoptions count,
as well as achieving any particular training
milestones.

Photo Submissions
Photos should be submitted in JPG format
(preferably at 300 dpi or more) and make sure
you either own the rights or you have
permission from the photographer. If not
taken by you, please also include a brief
statement saying that SDTC has permission
to use said photos, along with the
photographer's signature, name, and
company name, if applicable.
Please either name the photos, so I know who
they’re from and/or who’s pictured or list and
describe them in an email. Please DO NOT
crop or re-size the photos.
Send submissions to: donnaharps@aol.com.

Woofer Schedule:
Submission dates: Jan 7, Apr 7, Jul 7 & Oct
7 by 6:00 PM to donnaharps@aol.com
Publishing dates: Feb 7, May 7, Aug 7, Nov 7
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About America’s VetDogs® – the Veteran’s K-9 Corps®
In 2003, the Guide Dog Foundation created America’s
VetDogs to expand the services it offered to veterans of all eras, and with the military, to meet
the need for innovative assistance dog training. VetDogs provides assistance dogs for
disabled veterans, active duty personnel, and those who have served our country honorably.
VetDogs provides guide dogs for veterans who are
blind; hearing dogs for those who are deaf or hard of
hearing; service dogs for those with other physical or
emotional disabilities; physical and occupational
therapy dogs to work in military and VA hospitals; and
combat stress control dogs that are deployed by the
Army with combat stress control teams.
In 2015, VetDogs opened its programs to first
responders, including fire, police, and emergency
medical personnel.
The Guide Dog Foundation and America’s VetDogs
are supported entirely by donations from generous
individuals, corporations and foundations. They
receive no government funding. It costs over $50,000
to breed, raise, train, and place one assistance dog,
but.America’s VetDogs provides its services completely free of charge to the individual.
For more information, please visit.America’s VetDogs at: http://www.VetDogs.org

Joseph Worley * Served: U.S. Navy* Service Dog: Benjamin

All photos courtesy America’s VetDogs
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The Woofer

August 2017

~ The Vintage Vault ~
For our second installment in the Vintage Vault series (thanks again, Nancy Fragale, for submitting
these), we have a handout describing what will be covered in the Beginner Obedience class and what
the test for graduation might look like. First and foremost, class participants needed to be sure their
dog’s collars were on properly. If not, they risked immediate failure at test time!
Next up: Novice Obedience...with some interesting departures from what we cover now.

